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The Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad was or¬ 
ganized under an entirely different conception from that of 
its trunk line rivals. They, as c. rule, originated simul¬ 
taneously with the introduction of railroads into America, 
and generally were from the first designed to connect the 
ports of the Atlantic with thG growing settlements on the 
Great Lakes and in the upper Mississippi Valley. Most of 
tliGm were completed many years ago, so far at least to furnish 
transportation facilities between the East and West, but when 
the first charters of what is now The Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western were obtained it was not expected to be more than 
a local road carrying a special traffic, and it is only during 
the past decade that it has assumed the dignity of a trunk 
line. When, however, it started upon its growth it was pro¬ 
secuted so vigorously and managed so skillfully, that it 
soon took position with the foremost railway systems of the 
United States, and at present the magnitude of its traffic 
and the soundness of its financial condition give it an 
enviable place among the transportation companies of the 
Western World. 

This company entered upon its corporate existence in 
the following manner: The "Liggetts Gap Railroad Company” 
was incorporated by special act of Pennsylvania Legislature, 
April 7th, 1^32, and chartered March 19th, 1849, for the 
purpose of developing the anthracite coal traffic in the 
Lackawanna Basin, contiguous to Scranton. The company was 
organized on the 2d of January following, 'nd work of con¬ 
traction commenced soon after. In April, 1851, the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, empowered the corporation to change its title 
to ” The Lackawanna & Western Railroad Company," and in 1855 
the title now used was authorized and adopted. The road was 
opened from Scranton to Great Bend on the 20th of December, 
1651. On the 27th of January of the same year the company 
had secured by agreement the right to use the Mew.: York & Erie 
tracks between Great Bend, Pennsylvania, and Owego, New York, 
and had also obtained , by perpetual lease, the Cayuga & 
Susquehanna. Railroad, so that on the completion of its read 
as stated, it had good working outlets to the Northwest and 
West. 


The "Delaware & Cobbs 1 Gap Railroad Company" was 
incorporated by the State of Pennsylvania on the 7th of April, 
1849, and chartered December 4th, 1850, its purpose being 
the opening of a new outlet for anthracite coal eastward. 









In 1852 permission was granted it to connect with the Warren 
Railroad of New Jersey fthe history of which will be given when 
the links in that State are taken up). Not much progress was 
made in the construction of this road up to 1853, when, on the 
11th of March, a law was enacted authorizing it to_ merge in 
the Lackawanna & Western, and on the 10th of Lecember following 
it was so merged. This portion of the line, then called the 
Southern Division, was completed from Scranton to the Delaware 
River on the 27th of May, 1856, giving the company a read entire¬ 
ly across the State of Pennsylvania, through the richest portion 
of the anthracite coal field. 

The "Cayuga & Susquehanna Railroad Company" the oldest 
of all the corporations now included in the Delaware, Lackawanna 
oc Western System, was incorporated by the State of Nov; York as. 
the "Ithaca & Owego Railroad Company" January 28th, 1828, and its 
line was opened for traffic on the 1st of April, 1834. After 
passing through the usual financial difficulties which attended 
most of the early New York railroads, the company was organized 
under its existing title April 13th, 1843, and leased by the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Company, April 21st, 1855. 

The "Warren Railroad Company" was incorporated by the 
Legislature of New Jersey, February 12th, 1851, to construct 
a railroad from the Delaware River to New Hampton Junction, on 
the Central Railroad in New Jersey. On the 27th of January, 

1854, an agreement was entered into with the Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western Railroad Company and the Central Railroad Company of 
New Jersey, which secured the completion of the 'Warren Railroad, 
which was commenced in 1855 and opened in June, 1856. The con¬ 
struction of this link connected the Delaware, Lackawanna & 

Western with the Central of New Jersey, and the last named company 
having laid a third rail to accommodate the bread gauge equipment 
of the former, the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western had then an 
outlet for its traffic at Elizab6thp:rt, on the harbor of New York 
and used this connection until 1875. 

On the 1st of October, 1857, the Warren Railroad was leased 
by the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad Company. 

In 1857 the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western become, like 
many other similar corporations at th6 tim6, embarrassed financial¬ 
ly, but in April, 1858, matters were successfully adjusted. 

As then constituted and established, the Delaware, 

Lackawanna & Western Railroad remained for ten years, flourish¬ 
ing as a coal carrier and a loc°l line, but evincing no apparent 
disposition to assume the prominent position it now occupies. 

Its new departure dates from about 1866, when it leased the 
Morris & Essex Railroad, of New Jersey, thus securing an in¬ 
dependent outlet on the Hudson River opposite New York. 

The Morris & Essex was among the early railway projects 
of New Jersey, the company for its construction having been 
incorporated January 29th, 1^35, tr construct a road, from 
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Hoboken, on the Hudson, to Phillipsburg, on the Delaware. In 
1854 the line was opened to Hacke ttstown, and in January, 1866, 
to Phillipsburg, 

The Newark & Bloomfield Railroad , chartered in 1852 and 
opened in 1856, was acquired with the Morris & Essex, that 
company being its lessee; and the Chester Railroad, chartered 
in 1868 and opened in 1872, is also leased by the Morris 6c 
Essex Company. The Passaic & Delaware Railroac , organized in 
1878 as successor of the New Jersey West Line Railroad Company, 
vJhich had long been in the hands of trustees, was leased 
November 1st, 1882, by the Delaware, Lackawanna 6c Western. In 
September, 1881, the Delaware, Lackawanna 6c Western obtained 
control of the Sussex Railroad, with its branches, by the 
purchase of a majority of its stock. 

These lines compose the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
system in New Jersey. They reach many of its most flourishing 
and populous cities and towns, and traverse regions justly 
renowned for scenic beauty and salubrity. For many miles they 
are lined with the beautiful houses of business men who travel 
daily between them and the great metropolis. 

The Company has no leased lines in Pennsylvana. It 
has constructed there several short branches for the purpose 
of facilitating its immense coal traffic, and in 1872 it effected 
a consolidation with the Lackawanna & Bloomsburg Railroad Company. 
The road of this company, following the East Branch cf the Sus¬ 
quehanna River, extends from Northumberland to Scranton, pass¬ 
ing through an exceedingly productive country. The Lackawanna 
6b B1 omeburg Railroad C 0 mpany was originated by New York capital¬ 
ists in the interest of the Delaware> Lackawanna & Western Rail¬ 
road, the primary object being the more complete development 
and control of the Luzerne anthracite coal basin. It has served 
its purpose well, and is an important portion ^x’thc great 
transportation system. 

In the State of New York the mileage of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna 6c Western system has steadily grown since the 
acquisition of the Morris 6c Essex gave it an independent outlet 
at the harbor cf New York. It now aggregates about one-half cf 
th6 entire system. In addition to tlie Cayuga Sc Susquehanna 
Railroad, which has already been mentioned, the company has under 
its control in New York the following lines; 

The ’’Greene Railroad,” organized in 1869 and opened in 
1871, was leased April 26th, 1870; the "Oswego 6c Syracuse Rail¬ 
road," incorporated in 1829 and opened in 1848, was leased 
February 12th, 1869; the ’’Utica, Chenango & Susquehanna Valley 
Railroad, ” incorporated in 1866 and opened in 1872, was leased 
April 15th, 1869. 

The "New York, Lackawanna & Western Railroad" Company was 
incorporated August 4th, 1880, for the purpose cf constructing 
an extension of the Delaware, Lackawanna Ah Western Railroad from 

Binghamton to Buffalo, The line was completed and opened on 
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the 17th of September, 188% Through its entire length it is 
of easy grade and is thoroughly and substantially constructed. 
On the 2nd of October, 1682, it was leased by the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western Company in perpetuity. The completion of 
this extension made the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western, a Trunk 
Line, uniting the Great Lake port of Buffalo and the Harbor of 
New York. 


ELECTRIFICATION OF THE LACICAWAL'i 1 . 

March, 1928, saw approval for plans of electrification of 
the suburban area served by the Lackawanna. Contracts were 
unde in August 1929 and the first train operated between Hoboken 
and Montclair on September 3rd, 1930. 

Originally, the construetion of a plant for the manufacture 
of power was contemplated, but the conclusion was that the public 
would be served to better advantage if the management devoted its 
energies to conducting transportation. Accordingly, contracts 
were made with the public service companies which serve the 
respective districts. 

Sub-stations were constructed by the railroad at' Bergen 
Junction (west end of tunnel), Hoseville (Newark), Summit, 

Danville and Bernardsville, where alternating current of vary¬ 
ing voltages is recei\ T ed, transformed and rectified to the 
required 3,000 volt direct current and flow out over the trans¬ 
mission system for use by the trains as needed. 

Overhead power transmission is used because of the im¬ 
practicability of carrying the high voltage used near ground 
surface without serious leakage of power. It is also considered 
preferable because the railroad penetrates a thickly-settled 
territory. 

This is the first usage of 3,000 volt direct current in 
railroad suburban service in America. The use of rectifiers 
in railway electrification is not uncommon, by reason of^the high 
voltage used, however, the rectifiers in the stations at Bergen 
Junction and Roseville are the first in America and the largest 
in the world to operate at 3,000 volt direct current in railroad 
servic e. 


141 new steel motor cars, seating 84 passengers each, were 
ordered. A similar number of the latest models of suburban coaches 
in steam service, seating 78 to 82 passengers each, according to 
model, were converted for electrical operation as trailers. This 
equipment is of the multiple-unit type-one motor car and or' trailer 
constitutirg a unit, and can be operated in trains 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 
or 12 cars. 

903 miles of ccpper and bronze wire and cable, weighing 
3,220,000 pounds and 8,000,000 pounds of steel were tised in the 
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catenary system. 

70 miles of road, carrying 160 miles of track were 
included in the electrification project. 

Electrified train service was exte 1 fled to Morristown 
the latter part of November and tc Dover, Bernnrdsville and 
Gladstone by the end of 1950. 
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